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THE STORY OF A NATIONAL CRIME

BEING A

Record of the Health Conditions of the Indians
of Canada from 1904 to 1921
v
DR. P. H. BRYCE, M. A., M. D.
Chief Medical Officer of the Indfan Department.

1. By Order in Council dated Jan. 22nd, 1904, the writer was
appointed Medical Inspector to the Department of the Interior
and of Indian Affairs, and was entrusted with the health interests
of the Indians of Canada. The Order in Council recites : —

“The undersigned has the honour to report that there is urgent
necessity for the appointment of a medical inspector:to represent the
Department of the Interior and Department of Indian Affairs. The un-
dersigned believes that the qualifications for the position above men-
tioned are possessed in an eminent degree by Mr. Peter Henderson
Bryce, M. D., at present and for a number of years past Secretary for the
Provincial Board of Health of Ontario, and who has had large ex-
perience in connection with the public health of the province. ?

(Signed) CLIFFORD SIFTON,

Minister of the Interior and
Superintendent General of Indian Affairs.

For the first months after the writer’s »ﬁ@&ﬁﬁbmb» he was
much engaged in organizing the medical inspection of immigrants
at the sea ports ; but he early began the systematic collection of
health statistics of the several hundred Indian Bands scattered
over Canada. For each year up to 1914 he wrote an annual re-
port on the health of the Indians, published in the Departmental
report, and on instructions from the minister made in 1907 a
special inspection of thirty-five Indian schools in the three prairie
provinces. This report was published separately ; but the recom-
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mendations contained in the report were never published and the
public knows nothing of them. It contained a brief history of
the origin of the Indian Schools, of the sanitary condition of the
schools and statistics of the health of the pupils, during the 15
years of their existence. Regarding the health of the pupils, the
report states that 24 per cent. of all the pupils which had been in
the schools were known to be dead,  while of one school on the
File Hills reserve, which gave a complete return to date, 75 per
cent. were dead at the end of the 16 years since the school opened.

Briefly the recommendations urged, (1) Greater school
facilities, since only 30 per cent. of the children of school age
Recommen- Were in attendance ; (2) That boarding schools with
dations 9! farms attached be established near the home reserves of
port 1907 the pupils; (3) That the government undertake the
complete maintenance and control of the schools, since it had
promised by treaty to insure such ; and further it was recom-
mended that as the Indians grow in wealth and intelligence they
should pay at least part.of the cost from their 'own funds; (4)
That the school studies be those of the curricula of the several
Provinces in which the schools are situated, since it was assumed
that as the bands would soon become enfranchised and become
citizens of the Province they would enter into the common life
and duties of a Canadian community ; (5) That in view of the
historical and sentimental relations between the Indian schools
and the Christian churches the report recommended that the De-
partment provide for the management of the schools, through a
Board of Trustees, one appointed from each church and approved
by the minister of the Department. Such a board would have its
secretary in the Department but would hold regular meetings,
establish qualifications for teachers, and oversee the appointments
as well as the control of the schools ; (6) That Continuation
schools be arranged for on the school farms and that instruction
methods similar to those on the File Hills farm colony be deve-
loped ; (7) That the health interests of the pupils be guarded by
a proper medical inspection and that the local physicians be en-
couraged through the provision at each school of fresh air methods
in the care and treatment of cases of tuberculosis.

II. The annual medical reports from year to year made re-
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ference to the unsatisfactory health of the pupils, while different
local medical officers urged greater action in view of the results of
their experience from year to year. As the result of one such re-
*port the Minister instructed the writer in 1909 to investigate the
health of the children in the schools of the Calgary district in a
letter containing the following :—
“As it is necessary that these residential schools should be filled with
a healthy class of pupils in order that the expenditure on Indian educa-
tion may not be rendered entirely nugatory, it seems desirable that you

should go over the same ground as Dr. Lafferty and check his inspec-
tion. "’

RecOn o These instructions were encouraging and the writer
mww_oﬂm..wvo: gladly undertook the work of examining with Dr. J. D.
examination 1 afferty the 243 children of 8 schools in Alberta, with

IILEEE the following results :—

(a) Tuberculosis was present equally in children at every
_ age; (b) In no instance was a child awaiting admission to school
" found free from tuberculosis ; hence it was plain that infection
| was got in the home primarily ; (¢) The disease showed an ex-
! cessive mortality in the pupils between five and ten years of age;
- (d) The 10,000 children of school age demanded the same atten-
. tion as the thousand children coming up each year and entering
" the schools annually.

Recommendations, made in this report, on much the same
lines as those made in the report of 1907, followed the examina-
tion of the 243 children ; but owing to the active opposition of
Mr. D. C. Scott, and his advice to the then Deputy Minister, no
action was taken by the Department to give effect to the recom-
mendations made. This too was in spite of the opinion of Prof.

" George Adami, Pathologist of McGill University, in reply to a letter
of the Deputy Minister asking his opinion regarding the manage-
ment and conduct of the Indian schools. Prof. Adami had with
the writer examined the children in one of the largest schools and
was fully informed as to the actual situation. He stated thatitwas
only after the earnest solicitation of Mr. D. C. Scott that the wholc
matter of Dr. Bryce’s report was prevented from becoming a mat-
tor of critical discussion at the annual meeting of the National
Tuberculosis Association in 1910, of which he was then president,
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